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 From the Editor  
 
 
 
 
This spring 2017 issue of Partnerships offers new perspectives and research on enduring matters 
for service-learning scholars and practitioners. The three articles tackle distinct areas of concern: 
co-curricular service to complement academic service-learning; international service-learning, 
and, curriculum development using a cross-sector team that does not adhere to traditional 
hierarchies. 
 
In examining co-curricular opportunities that like service-learning target civic engagement, 
Gassman, Beck and Klein’s large data set examines the impact of student organizations in the 
development of citizen skills and capacities for democracy. They argue, rightly, that higher 
education places citizenship development as a top priority, thus engaging academic and co-
curricular activities in that pursuit is needed. Their study adds important insight into how 
involvement in student organizations can and should be studied to deliver on the promise of 
graduating civically minded individuals. 
 
As international service-learning continues to gain in popularity, Fry, Hale, Sell, Bower & Jaffari’s 
article here considers how the use of narrative self-study can offer important lessons for pedagogy 
choices and teaching practices. The original student authors have been tapped to add additional 
impressions three years later to contribute perspectives often absent in scholarly writing. 
 
Finally, Barbas-Rhoden, Brunow & Mick detail how over a period of two years, 29 distinct teams 
involving a high school teacher, college faculty member, and college student together crafted and 
disseminated service-learning materials that have impacted more than 1500 high school 
students.  
 
The books reviewed in this issue confront the “why” of our engaged work even as we regularly 
strive to disseminate the best possible practices within engaged scholarship. Authors, and 
reviewers Vincent Russell and Jeanette Musselwhite (who have each held the title of editorial 
assistant at some point for Partnerships, making us pleased and proud to include their work 
here), courageously tackle the daily work of justice within higher education. Their reviews address 
the complexity of democratic education in highly polarized contexts, as well as the role and 
critical nature of public participation to effect social change. Kathleen Edwards’ review highlights 
the nuanced dimensions of social justice education from our current understanding of civic 
engagement, and challenges the criteria by which we distinguish “engaged research” and 
traditional, applied research.   
 
As the academic year draws to a close, we bid farewell to our journal’s most recent editorial 
assistants, Nancy Maingi and Vincent Russell. Both have been valuable members of the editorial 
team to keep files organized and submissions in check. They have communicated so well and ably 
with authors and me to ensure the on-time and error-free publication of our fall and spring 
issues. I am grateful for their good work, and happy knowing they are well situated to publish 
their own work elsewhere (and here!) in the years to come. 
 
Spoma Jovanovic, PhD 
Editor 
 
 
 
  
